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Volume 49, Numbers

Celebrating 80 Years
By Rebecca T.
Area 16 Delegate

Please join us in celebrating
80 Years – Happy, Joyous and
Free! We are counting down the
days and when this article comes
out we will be 60 days away from
the International convention here in
Atlanta, This is an experience you
do not want to miss.
The early conventions are
where Bill W. introduced The
Twelve Traditions and the idea of a
General Service Conference. Also,
in 1955 Bill W. turned the guardianship of the Fellowship back over to
the Fellowship through the General
Service Conference. It is amazing
in just this short time with the evolution of technology; our basic text
and the principle of one drunk talking to another is the our treasured
possession.
Can you image if the people
who attended the early conventions
knew we were going to have an
app available for scheduling or we

had the internet to register for the
convention to sign up to volunteer?
On May 17th, following the
Area 16 General Service Assembly, there will be the Convention
volunteer training session at the
Georgia World Congress Center
at 2pm. Please check the website for additional information and
plan to join us.
As I am writing this article
about 35,000 people have registered for the International from 76
countries. However only about
2,000 have registered from the
state of Georgia. I was told by
GSO several of our neighboring
states have more people already
registered. As your Delegate I
challenge you to see if we can
have one of the largest attendance from the Southeast Region.
Are you up for the challenge?
Please come join us for the fun
and fellowship.
In March, the first cluster
forum of the year which was held
in Alamo, GA. There was good

participation and great presentations. The forum was at a recovery house which had about 30
new comers. What a great way
to introduce newly sober people
to our legacy of service. I would
like to encourage you to attend
the Cluster Forums and bring
someone new with you.
In April I will travel to New
York for the 65th General Service
Conference. I am grateful to
serve Area 16 and have the opportunity to attend the conference. I will have the chance to
do a presentation on the international volunteer committee and
our role. Also, we will conclude
the 3 year conference inventory.
It is amazing that the principle of
inventory applies to all levels of
our fellowship.
I look forward to meeting you at
the Assembly or one of the Cluster Forums.

International Convention
Information on Page 8

ALTERNATE DELEGATE / alt_

AA’s Future: Bring a
Newcomer
By Ernie M.
Area 16 Alternate Delegate

In March, the Southeast
Cluster Forum was held at the
women’s Bridges of Hope in Alamo, GA. Well over 100 were in attendance with almost one-half being first time attendees. What a remarkable experience to see these
newcomers and introduce them to
service work. It is our duty as trusted servants to encourage and bring
newcomers in our Fellowship to
these Forums. Where else can the

individual who doesn’t have the
opportunity to attend our Area 16
Service Assembly to meet the
area officers and learn from the
committee chair/co-chairs the
amount and kinds of service work
available to “carry the message”?
I encourage you all to invite and
bring these individuals to the 3
remaining Cluster Forums this
year.
We will be having a shortened assembly business meeting
on Sunday morning to enable our
volunteers for the International
Convention to get to Atlanta for
their training that afternoon. We

will also be accepting nominations for our new Delegate and
Alternate Delegate to be elected
at the September Assembly. The
DCMs and Alternates will have
already met with our Delegate at
the Pre-Conference meeting
helping prepare her for the GSO
Conference in New York.
Our next Cluster Forum
(East Central) will be held in Augusta on June 6th. See the flyer
included in this newsletter.
The Delegate and I look
forward to seeing you all at Assembly and “bring a newcomer”
with you.
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Carrying the Message
through Contributions
By Diane M.
Area 16 Treasurer

I used to believe that “carrying the
message” only pertained to 12th
step work. But through the years I
learned that it means much more.
Our Service Committees: PI/CPC,
Communications, Corrections,
Treatment/Special Needs, and
Grapevine are designed to help us
carry the message and make better
12th step work possible.
But what about Archives? How do
they help us “carry the message?”
That was the question I struggled
with for several years until it hit me:

our Traditions were created from
the lessons learned by those who
have come before and the record
of our past provides evidence that
the program works if we work the
program. While there are a
number of ways Archives helps
us carry the message, these are
the two that I came to realize. I
now believe maintaining documentation of our past is essential
for us to ensure our continued
future so the hand of AA will
always be there.
What does this have to do with
contributions? The heating & air
(HVAC) unit for the climate
controlled archive room in Macon
failed and will be replaced. In
addition, the Archive Committee

is currently digitizing our historical
records to help in their preservation, making historical research
easier and these documents
more accessible. These are only
two examples of how our contributions to GSSA are being used
to help “carry the message.”
The questions I leave with you:
Are part of your contributions
being distributed to GSSA in
support of our Service Committees? Does your Group honor
our 7th Tradition by supporting the
AA Service Structure? Do you
know how your contributions are
being used to help “carry the
message?”

HOW TO CONTACT
TRUSTED SERVANTS

SECRETARY / secretary@aageorgia.org

Preserving Your Group
History
By Deborah K.
Area 16 Secretary

It is amazing how AA continues to grow and expand around
our state, the country and the
world. Every edition of the Georgia
Message of AA contains updates
on new groups as they are established around the state. We have
already started three new groups in
our state this year alone! At the
2015 International we will have the
opportunity to see how AA has
been founded in countries around
the world when we attend the
Opening Big Meeting and Flag
Ceremony on Friday night!
In Georgia, we have preserved the history of our groups in
We Share and the upcoming We
Share II. Another way we preserve
our group history is through our
own Georgia Archives housed at
the state office in Macon. Anyone
wanting to research their group

history can go to the Macon office
and review these files. This
information is documentation of
the heart of service at the group
level as it includes the month to
month happenings at each group.
The only way we can obtain
information on our group’s activities is through the information
submitted to us. The most effective way to provide this information is through the submission
of your District Minutes. District
Minutes can be submitted monthly via email at districtminutes@aageorgia.org. Once
the minutes are submitted, a copy
is filed in a folder for the District/
Zone in the Georgia archives.
Please feel free to come to the
State Office to review the Archives and YOUR district’s folder.
Please continue to submit your
district minutes to districtminutes@aageorgia.org and
keep your group information
updated on the aa.org website so
those still suffering know when
and where to find your group.

To preserve anonymity, the Georgia
Message of AA does not contain
personal phone numbers, personal email
addresses or the password to access
protected information on
www.aageorgia.org. Here are some tips
on how to reach trusted servants:
1.

2.

3.

Use the official email addresses for
Area 16 trusted servants located
above articles, in our service
directory or on aageorgia.org.
To get a phone number, use the
service directory given to each
group at the January Assembly or
call our Macon office at
478.745.2588.
The password to access protected
web content can be obtained from
the service directory, your GSR,
your DCM, the Area office in Macon,
webmaster@aageorgia.org or other
trusted servants. Please provide any
feedback to:
communications@ aageorgia.org or
editor@aageorgia.org.
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Language of the Heart in Audio
By Janie C., Chair and Dorman P., Co-Chair
Area 16 Grapevine Committee

We are blessed with so many wonderful tools to stay sober in
Alcoholics Anonymous. Literature is one of those tools helping us to
stay on track both in and out of the rooms. The AA “Grapevine” continues to provide us with “our meeting in print” month after month, as well
as wonderful books full of articles and stories on various recovery topics.
Many of these come in ebook or audio format.
And now we can listen to “Language of the Heart”, a collection of
all of Bill Wilson’s letters to the fellowship published in the Grapevine, in
audio form as we drive or commute each day via a phone or tablet.
Starting April 1st, Grapevine’s beloved book will become available as an
audio book featuring over 18 hours of listening time in two formats:
Grapevine downloadable MP3 files or CD.
You may want to consider adding these and other audio resources to your sobriety toolkit. Audio books such as these offer yet
one more way to stay connected – and we can never have enough of
that.
Factoid: In 1978 the General Service Conference recommended “that a
Grapevine information table be made a regular feature at all conferences, conventions, and assemblies.”

FROM YOUR EDITOR
Can you feel the excitement
for the International Convention
building? I hear announcements at
meetings, people making plans with
friends from outside Atlanta and stories of previous International Conventions.
As you can see by the many
references in this newsletter, our
organizers are busy at work planning the most spectacular AA event
Atlanta may ever see.
Here are a few suggestions:


PI/CPC / pi/cpc@aageorgia.org

Requests for Information
By LeAnne O., Chair and Chase S., Co-Chair
Area 16 Public Information/Cooperation
With the Professional Community Committee

Our responsibility declaration
statement sums up my experience
with service work in AA: "I am
responsible. When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help, I want
the hand of AA always to be there.
And for that: I am responsible."

Over the last few months we
have received many requests for
health fairs, professional conferences, etc. These have come from
all over the state. Each time we
received a request we have been
able to reach out to the respected
districts and have someone in that
district say yes we can cover that,
just tell us when and where. I am
grateful to say that AA service is
alive and well in Area 16! I am also
very grateful for the willingness of

others it show me that AA works.
Manning an AA Public
information booth is one of the
many things the Public Information / Cooperation with the
Professional Community does to
carry the message. These
booths are a way we let people,
whether alcoholic or professional,
that may come in contact with an
alcoholic know that Alcoholics
Anonymous is in the community.
At these booths we give out
pamphlets, meeting schedules
and answer questions about AA.
This is a great opportunity to be
of service and help carry the
message.
As always if you have any
questions concerning PI/CPC
Chase and I are always willing to
help you can locate our contact
info in the Area 16 Directory.





Announce the convention and
volunteer needs at all meetings,
not just your home group.
Encourage your sponsorship
families to register and sign up
to volunteer (you get a free tshirt for volunteering).
Suggest to your home group’s
about collecting for a scholarship fund for those that can’t
afford the entrance fee. I also
suggest any scholarships be
backed by a commitment to volunteer.

Let’s show the world how proud we
are of recovery in Georgia!
— Jenine M., Area 16 Editor
~~~~~~~~~~~
The Georgia Message of AA is
published by Area 16.
Contact: P.O. Box 7325, Macon,
GA 31209 or gssa@aageorgia.org.
Contributing Editors:
Editor: Jenine M.
Spanish Translation: Luis M.
Print and Delivery: Tamera P.
Contact: editor@aageorgia.org
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Supporting Your Archives

sion that it might be better to
replace it, as the unit has been
By John B., Chair and
Gary N., Co-Chair
giving us problems.
Area 16 Archives Committee
As our collection grows and
our
digitization
effort continues, the
The Archives Committee, as
time
required
and
incurred expenswith the other committees, is charged
es have increased. A future view
with our 5th Tradition’s primary purmay include a part-time person to
pose of carrying the message to the
keep up with ongoing activities,
alcoholic who still suffers. The Arsuch as keeping inventories updatchives Committee has an additional
ed, audio digitization, preservation
task of preserving the message of
those who came before us, along with and conservation of documents
and artifacts.
chronicling and preserving our GeorSupport for your Area 16
gia State Service Assembly documents for those who come after us. As Archives comes from the Georgia
Bill W. put it, “It is highly important that membership donations to our
GSSA. Please keep in mind that
the factual material be placed in our
your donations to GSSA help
files in such a way that there can be
assure the preservation of our AA
no substantial distortion”. These
heritage for future generations.
artifacts and records are kept in a
Area 16 Archives has been
climate-controlled repository located
asked to do a presentation on our
within our GSSA office in Macon,
Georgia Archives at the InternaGeorgia.
tional Convention. It is scheduled
With the arrival of Spring,
for Saturday, July 4 at 1:00 PM.
along with heat, humidity and mold,
Gary and I are here to
the air conditioning unit that controls
serve
you.
Give us a call or email
the repository, failed. At the time of
us at Archives@aageorgia.org.
this writing we have a repair estimate
We will see you in May.
of almost $1,900.00. There is discus-

COMMUNICATIONS / communications@aageorgia.org

Suite Up & Show Up
By Chuck L., Chair and
Ron G., Co-Chair
Area 16 Communications Committee

I just got back from the Southeast Cluster Forum which was held at
the Women’s Bridges of Hope in Alamo
Georgia. Once again I left the event
with a great appreciation of how important these forums are to communications within Area 16. If you are unable
to attend the Georgia State Service
Assemblies which are held three times
a year in Macon, a local Cluster Forum
lets the Assembly come to you.
Our state officers and committee chairs are in attendance and communicate pertinent and important
information about what is happening
within the Area 16 service structure as
well as AA as a whole. This may be the
Delegate talking about the upcoming
General Service Conference and how
she will be carrying the voice of our
Area as it pertains to matters affecting

AA as a whole. Or it can be one of
our committee chairs letting us know
how we can help to carry the message of recovery to the suffering
Alcoholic in treatment facilities.
While these presentations keep us
up to date on Area happenings the
hosting Districts communicate
concepts of service, unity and
recovery in line with this year’s
theme through presentations and
skits. The host Districts communicate these principles in enjoyable
ways which is important as many of
the attendees are young in sobriety.
Additionally, the newcomer often
gets to be involved with preparing
and giving the presentations helping
lay a strong foundation to build his or
her sobriety upon.
We, on the communications
committee, deal primarily with the
written word but Cluster Forums
definitely reinforce the concept of just
how important the spoken word is as
well!

TREATMENT /

treatment@aageorgia.org

Annual Treatment
Workshop Scheduled
By John L, Chair and Don O, Co-Chair
Area 16 Treatment/Special Needs/
Accessibilities Committee

It is always a pleasure to participate with different districts for our
annual Treatment Workshop. This
year District 3 has graciously
volunteered to host the event. The
workshop will take place June 13,
2015 in Nahunta, GA. We look
forward to a great workshop, and
the further information is in this
copy of The Georgia Message of
AA.
I would like to remind everyone to
check and update the meeting
schedules on aageorgia.org to
reflect whether meetings are
handicapped accessible. We want
to make sure anyone who needs a
meeting can find one they can
comfortably enter and participate
in. We will also have the world at
our door soon, and we want to
make sure our information is
correct for those coming to Georgia to celebrate the miracle of
sobriety. Just remember, “I am
responsible…”
We’re looking forward to more
great workshops at the May
Assembly. We invite all to come
share as we discuss Treatment/
Special Needs/Accessibilities.
~~~~~~~
Annual Treatment Workshop
Hosted by District 3
June 13, 2015
Brantley County Middle School
10990 US Hwy 82
Nahunta, GA.
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Something Brilliant to
Say?
By Tim E., Chair
Cathy B., Co-Chair
Area 16 Corrections Committee

“Practical experience
shows that nothing will so much
insure immunity from drinking as
intensive work with other alcoholics. It works when other activities
fail. This is our twelfth suggestion:
Carry this message to other alcoholics! You can help when no one
else can. You can secure their
confidence when others fail. Remember they are very ill.” Alcoholics Anonymous, Page 89.
When I first started going
into the prisons, I felt like I had to
say something that was going to
change the lives of all the men I
met. I was always trying to think of
the special topic for discussion, for
something brilliant to say, for the
right words to come out of my
mouth that would put me right up

there with the spiritual giants.
After some years, I have found
that the men are impressed by
me simply showing up week
after week and being sober. I
am simply a “seed planter.” I
share my story, and where the
seed of AA is planted and
where it grows is the business
of a Higher Power. I may never
see the results of my 12th Step
work in others, but I definitely
can see it in myself: I am sober
for another day to try to carry
the message to another alcoholic.
Please join us in carrying
the message into the prisons.
Our next certification session to
carry the message into the
prisons is May 23, 2015 at the
GSSA Office in Macon. Please
arrive around 8:00 a.m. Our email address is corrections@aageorgia.org.

CALENDAR of EVENTS
Events listed here are presented solely as a service to the readers, not as an
endorsement by the State Assembly. For any additional information, please
use the addresses provided.
May 15-17

Georgia AA Service Assembly
Macon/Marriott

May 17

2015 International Convention Volunteer
Training
Atlanta/GA World Congress Center 2 – 5 p.m.

May 23

Corrections Certification Training
Macon/GSSA 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

May 29- June 2

Girlstock International
Atlanta

June 5-7

GCYPAA
Alpharetta

June 13

2015 Treatment/Special Needs/Accessibilities
Workshop
Dist 3

June 6

East Central Cluster Forum (8,9,12A,12B)
Evans

July 2-5

2015 International Convention
Atlanta

The deadline for the articles for the message for July and August is June 1st.

There is no subscription fee for this newsletter, however all contributions are
appreciated. Please Mail to: G.S.S.A., P. O. Box 7325, Macon, Ga. 31209

SUGGESTED SELF-SUPPORT
PLAN
Our fellowship must be selfsupporting. We offer a suggested
support plan for the GSRs to
share with their groups. By being
self-supporting, we can fully discharge our responsibilities to our
beautiful fellowship in Georgia.
In those Districts and Zones
where there is no central office,
we suggest that the income,
after all group expenses have
been paid, be allocated as
follows:
State Office, Macon
GSO
Pre-Paid Convention
District/Zone

50%
30%
10%
10%

In Atlanta, Augusta and any other
District/Zone which supports a
central office, we suggest that the
income, after all group expenses
have been paid, be allocated as
follows:
Central Office
State Office, Macon
GSO
Pre-Paid Convention
District/Zone

35%
30%
20%
10%
5%

(or
are in
accordance with your group conscience.)
Mailing addresses:
GSSA (State office) P.O. Box
7325, Macon, GA 31209.
GSO (General Service Office)
P.O. Box 459, Grand Central Station, New York, NY 10163.
If you need additional information,
please call 478.745.2588.
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Birthday Contributions
District 3, Zone D
12 & 12 Group
Jean G – February 8, 1968
Kathleen H – January 14, 2001
District 5, Zone A
Elizabeth W. – March 20, 1997

MACON MARRIOTT CITY CENTER RESERVATIONS
Need A Room at the Marriott for Assembly?
CALL (478) 621-5300
or
Marriott reservations @ 1-800-MARRIOTT and use mini hotel block 3 digit code : SSB
Group listed as : GSSA - May 2015
Please remember the cut-off date is April 15th, 2015

District 6
College Step Study Group
Serena A. – February 9, 2009

District 13, Zone H
5th Tradition Group
Jenine M. – 7 Years

District 10, Zone C
Fellowship Group
Lucy L. – January 23, 1975

District 14, Zone A
Mary M – 30 Years

District 11, Zone A
Walton County Group
Jocelyn B. – January 1, 2010
District 13, Zone B
3er Legado Group
Slavador M. – September 16, 2013

District 15, Zone A
Lafayette Fellowship Group
Jeff B. – May 5, 2012

New Groups
District 13 Zone C
Redemption Group
601 Hill St.

Waycross, GA 31502
Daily 7:00 p.m. open
District 13 Zone J
Foundations Group
940 Concord Rd. S.E.
Smyrna, GA 30080
Saturday at 7:00 p.m. open
District 13 Zone K
Focus On Solution Group
North Star Church
3413 Blue Springs Rd.
Kennesaw, GA 30144
Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. closed

Treatment/Special Needs Committee Workshop
Saturday, June 13, 2015

Hosted by: District 3 Treatment/Special Needs Committee
8:00A – 8:30A registration/coffee/fellowship
8:30A – 8:45A open, welcome, acknowledgments – workshop chair
Welcome from Area 16 Treatment Special Needs Committee Chair
**Presentation – PICPC Committee **Presentation – Grapevine Committee
**Power Point presentation – Area 16 Treatment/Special Needs Chair
EXPERIENCE
Historically speaking (AA’s history of cooperation with treatment facilities)
A professional’s voice (what works/what doesn’t)
STRENGTH
The AA message/singleness of purpose
7th tradition basket – questions and discussions
10:45A – Break
Working with others within the facilities (follow their in-house rules
HOPE
Things that changed my life (AA fellowship)
Carrying the AA message to people with special needs
Questions and Discussions
NOON – Thanks and closing remarks - Prayer and Lunch
Brantley County Middle School
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GEORGIA STATE (AREA 16) ASSEMBLY WEEKEND
MACON CENTREPLEX CONVENTION CENTER
FRIDAY May 15
8:00 PM
OPEN DISCUSSION MEETING *
Marissa C., Vine Ingle Group
Room 306

SATURDAY May 16 cont.
1:00 PM
GSR ORIENTATION * (Part 2 of 3)
Roy B, Past DCM 16D
Centreplex Ballroom

SATURDAY May 16
9:00 AM
DELEGATE’S MEETING with AREA CHAIRS
Rebecca T. Delegate
Ernie M. Alternate Delegate
Ballroom A

3– 5 PM GSR WORKSHOP*(Including reports from area chairs)
Centreplex Ballroom
1. Area Committee Reports
2. We Share II report
3. Report 2015 Pre-Paid Columbus
4. Inventory – Looking back to move
ahead, Will A. DCM 3A
5. 2015 International Presentation –
Volunteer Committee
Ask-It-Basket Question will be answered in the next
edition of the message

9:00 AM

Assembly 101: Getting the most out
of your Assembly *
Tom H. Area Chair
Patty L. Office Committee Chair
Ballroom B

10:00 AM

WEB COMMITTEE
Brandon S. Chairperson
Room 313

11:00 AM

ARCHIVES MEETING
John B. / Gary N. Chairpersons
Room 310

11:00 AM

CONVENTION COMMITTEE
Ernie M. Alternate Delegate
Room 324

11:00 AM

CORRECTIONS MEETING *
Tim E. / Cathy B. Chairpersons
Ballroom DE

11:00 AM

COMMUNICATIONS MEETING
Chuck L. / Ron G. Chairpersons
Room 312

11:00 AM

GRAPEVINE MEETING
Janie C. / Dorman P. Chairpersons
Room 306

11:00 AM

PI/CPC MEETING
LeAnne O. / Chase S. Chairpersons
Room 308

11:00 AM

SECRETARY/TREASURER WORKSHOP *
Debi K., Area Secretary
Diane M., Area Treasurer
Ballroom C

11:00 AM

1:00 PM

TREATMENT/SPECIAL NEEDS/
ACCESSIBILITIES MEETING
John L. / Don O. Chairpersons
Room 309
DCM MEETING *
Rebecca T., Delegate
Room 306

SATURDAY May 16
8:00 PM
AREA 16 OPEN SPEAKER MEETING *
Centreplex Ballroom
Chairperson Michael H, DCM 16E
12 Steps Allison B., DCM 11A
Traditions Bob W., DCM 6
Speaker Erica G., DCM 7B
9:30 PM

AREA WORKSHOPS
Archives
GSSA Office
Corrections *
Ballroom DE
Communications
Room 312
Grapevine
Room 306
Intergroup/Central Office * Green Room
PI/CPC
Room 308
Treatment/Special Needs/Accessibilities
Room 309
SUNDAY May 17
9:00 AM
AREA 16 BUSINESS MEETING *
Centreplex Ballroom
CALL TO ORDER/SERENITY PRAYER
Tom H., Area - 16 Chairperson
1. Delegate’s Report – Rebecca T.
2. Recognize Past Area Officers
3. Approve Minutes from January 2015 Business Meeting
4. Area Officer’s reports (Alt. Delegate, Secretary, and
Treasurer)
OLD BUSINESS
1, Motion: To allow a candidate to stand for Alternate
Degate without the requirement of standing for Delegate
(vote)
2. Approval of Macon Bid for 2017 Pre-Paid. (vote)
NEW BUSINESS
1. Candidates/Nominations for Delegate
2. General Sharing
3. 2015 Volunteer Training
4. Adjourn/Lord’s Prayer (Spanish/English)

PLEASE NOTE
IN ORDER TO VOTE, A GSR MUST BE SIGNED IN FOR THE BUSINESS MEETING BEFORE 9:00 AM SUNDAY MORNING.
(You may sign in at registration desk during the weekend, at the specified times.)
A Declaration of Unity

*translated in

This we owe to AA’s future; to place our common welfare first; to keep our Fellowship united.
For on AA unity depend our lives, and the lives of those to come.
Spanish
Gssa@2006

Area 16, Georgia, and our International Convention Host
Committee look forward to welcoming more than 50,000
AA members from around the world to Atlanta, Georgia, July 2-5, 2015.
Our Volunteer Kick-off Meeting on January 10, 2015 was a
great success! We had about 1700 attendees at the Georgia World Congress Center. If you attended, you know that
our volunteers will sign up online and select the committee
(or two) that you would like to serve with. The first step is
to visit www.aageorgia.org/international to sign up and select your committee. In
April we will send you an email to let you know that you can pick your day and
shift. You have to be signed up to get the email. The slots are first come, first
serve.
The next volunteer activity will be the Volunteer Training on May 17, 2015, 2:00pm
at the World Congress Center in Atlanta. Please mark you calendars and plan to
attend.
For questions email atlanta2015aa@gmail.com. Registration for the convention is
available at www.aa.org.

