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The Fun Begins 
Mark G. 
Area 16 Delegate 
   We are about to begin a journey 
which will end with the formation of 
the Group Conscience of Area 16. 
This trip will be spiritual in nature. It 
will require each of us to sacrifice of 

ourselves for the betterment of AA in 
the United States and Canada. Each 
home group will be experience God 
expressing himself (or herself) in your 
group conscience. That voice will then 
be carried forward to the District Meet-
ing.  The GSR’s will then form a group 
conscience which the DCM will carry 
to the DCM Preconference meeting 
on April the 11

th
. The Group con-

science formed at that meeting I will 
carry to the General Service Confer-
ence.  I will then use your voice to 
help guide the conference to listen for 
God’s voice. That voice will then form 
the direction for AA for the next year.  
Who wouldn’t want to be a part of this 
journey. 
   Now, what are we discussing? 
   For the past year suggestions have 

been pouring into GSO.  They range 
from book ideas to new pamphlets to 
how GSO should conduct business.  
These are called Proposed Agenda 
Items.  There are currently 110 PAI’s 
(proposed agenda items) being con-
sidered by the Trustees.  Their job is 
reduce that to a number that the GSC 
(general service conference) will be 
able to discuss in a week. Once that is 
done, they will be assigned to commit-
tees. In February the Agenda Items 

will be sent to the 93 Areas to consid-
er. 
   Now the good news.  You will not 
have to consider every Agenda Item.  
Your district is assigned to a particular 
committee. You will only consider the 
items assigned to your committee.  
Usually 4 to 6 items to ponder.   
   At the January assembly I will have 
a presentation on how to find your 
district committee assignments and 

the Agenda Items assigned to that 
committee. 
   Be there in January. 
   What’s going on at GSO…………..in 
no particular order 

• Contributions are down. As a re-
sult, projects are being put on 
hold for the time being.  No ser-
vices have been cut. If contribu-
tions do not catch up to expenses 
more cuts will be inevitable. Addi-
tionally, with the cost of moving 
and the shortages at Grapevine 

and LaVina, $3 million will be tak-
en out of the prudent reserve.  
The prudent reserve is below the 
suggested 9-to-12-month reserve. 

Now good news. 

• The fifth edition of the Big Book 
draft will be shown at the GSC in 
April. 

• The fourth edition Big Book is be-

ing translated to Spanish. 

• The 12 Concepts video is pro-
gressing. 

• The pamphlet Question and An-

swers on Sponsorship is getting 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Page    
1 - 5 Area Officer Articles 
2  Self Support Suggestions 
5 New Groups  
6  Calendar of Events 
7  Birthday Contributions 
7 Things We Cannot Change 
8-9 Assembly Agenda 
10-11 Event Flyers 

updated.  It will be extensive and 
may have to be totally rewritten. 

• CPC has some exhibits coming up 

in the Southeast.  Contact the PI/
CPC committee if you want to 
serve. 

• The Grapevine App subscriptions 
is exceeding projections. 

• The Military Project is wrapping up 

and will be available soon. 

• We will see a membership survey 
in 2026. 

• The book Living Sober is being 

updated. 

• The new pamphlet for Asian Alco-
holics is looking for stories. 

• The new pamphlet for Transgender 

Alcoholics is looking for stories. 
   All these updates are from the 3

rd
 

Quarter Board meeting.  Our new 
Southeastern Regional delegate 
brought us up to date. 
   If you have any questions submit 
them to delegate@aageorgia.org.  I will 
respond as soon as possible.  Or save 
them for the Ask it Basket in January. 
   Thanks for the opportunity to serve 

Area 16. See you soon. 

The Georgia Message of AA  

is Published by Area 16 

The Georgia Message of AA 
Statement of Purpose 

 
The Georgia Message of AA is a bi-monthly newsletter 

published by Area 16 of Alcoholics Anonymous.               
The intended purpose of the publication is to inform    

members of news, updates and upcoming events from the 
trusted servants and service committees of Area 16.  
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2026: Humility in Action 
Amy B. 
Area 16 Alternate Delegate 
 
   Happy New Year, Area 16!  

   At the September Assembly, we 
adopted the theme Humility in Action 
for our 2026 Cluster Forums, which 
means that we will have four opportuni-
ties this year to learn more about this 
vital topic.  

   First up, on February 21, the South-
west Cluster Forum will take place in 
Albany, hosted by District 1B. Then in 
June, District 6 hosts the West Central 
Cluster Forum, followed by the North-
east Cluster Forum hosted by District 
16C in August. Finally, in November, 
the District 13 Cluster Forum will be 
hosted by District 13K.  

   Cluster Forums provide Area 16 a 
great opportunity to share and enhance 
communication. For those currently in 
service positions, or for those consider-
ing service, cluster forums allow us to 
meet and discuss topics vital to our 
own recovery, and recovery at the 
Group, District, and Area levels.  

   By using skits, panel discussions, 
question and answer sessions, individ-
ual presentations, and more, the 
regions hosting the Cluster Forum 
tackle the main theme as well as the 
suggested discussion topics.  

The 2026 adopted topics are:  

• Restoration and Discussing 
Grace, Unity and Fellowship  

• Gossip vs. Facts: Examining the 
Health of our Own Communica-
tions  

• Finding Common Ground  

   Remember that our Area website 
has great information for those of you 
hosting a Forum, and can answer 
many of your questions. As a DCM 
hosting a Cluster Forum, I was 
grateful to the members of the Office 
Committee who helped me make 
sense of what, exactly, we were 
supposed to do. Like all service work, 
Cluster Forums provide us with an 
opportunity to realize that we can’t do 
it alone and aren’t meant to. I’d love 
to talk to you about all things Cluster 
Forums, or anything else related to 
recovery.  

    I’m grateful for the opportunity to 
give back to the program that saved 
my life, and look forward to meeting 
you and talking with you more. Please 
don’t hesitate to reach out or call.  

Amy B.  

Alternate Delegate  

478-414-8304  

altdelegate@aageorgia.org 

Heart Full of Gratitude 
Kirby M. 
Area 16 Secretary 

   As we close out another year of ser-
vice and look ahead to the next, I want 
to begin with heartfelt gratitude. 

   Last month, our Office Committee 
and many of our dedicated DCMs 
came together for a thoughtful and en-
ergetic discussion about the year 
ahead for AA in Georgia. These con-
versations are so incredibly important 
to keeping our Area healthy, transpar-
ent, and focused on our primary pur-
pose. I want to thank each person who 
showed up, shared experience, and 
helped guide our Area into another ex-
citing year. Your willingness to serve 
truly allows us all to continue carrying 
the message of Alcoholics Anonymous 
in Georgia. .  

   As I look forward to the coming 
year, I am filled with gratitude—not 
only for AA as a whole, but for the 
opportunity to serve my fellows. 
Service continues to enrich my so-
briety, deepen my connection to 
others, and remind me daily of just 
how much grace this program has 
given me. 

   And don’t forget: our January 
Assembly will be fully hybrid for 
the first time! This is an exciting 
step for Area 16, expanding acces-
sibility and participation across 
Georgia. I truly cannot wait to see 
everyone there—whether you’re 
joining us in person or online. 

   Thank you again for the privilege 
of serving alongside you. Here’s to 
a meaningful, connected, and ser-
vice-filled year ahead. 

SECRETARY / secretary@aageorgia.org 

ALTERNATE DELEGATE / alt   

SELF-SUPPORT   

GROUP CONTRIBUTION PLANS 

TO AA SERVICE ENTITIES 
 

“To help support AA’s essential services, 
the General Service Conference sug-
gests that individual groups, through an  
informed group conscience, adopt a  
specific contribution plan tailored to meet 
the group’s financial situation.”  
 -Self-Support: Where Money & 
 Spirituality Mix 
 
 
Self-support begins with each of us as 
part of a group. After group expenses are 
paid, remaining contributions should be 
disbursed to cover the expenses of our 
service entities so others can discover 
the miracles of AA. 
 
 
Below are sample distribution plans. The 
group conscience should be informed on 
the financial needs of each of the service 
entities when making their distribution 
decisions as those needs change over 
time. 
 
 
Group Conscience Decision 
State Office, Macon:           ____% 
District/Zone:                      ____% 
Central Office:                     ____% 
Pre-Paid Convention:         ____% 
GSO:                                   ____% 
Total:                                    100 % 
 
 
 
Sample Distribution       A       B 
State Office, Macon:     50%    30% 
Central Office:                 -        35% 
District/Zone:                 10%     5% 
Pre-Paid Convention:   10%    10% 
GSO:                             30%   20%  
 
 
 
 

Mailing Addresses: 
GSSA (State Office)  &  

Prepaid Convention 
P.O. Box 68 

Macon, GA 31202 
 
 

GSO (General Service Office) 
P.O. Box 2407 

James A. Farley Station 
New York, NY 10116-2407 

 
If you need additional information,    

please call 478-745-2588 
or visit aageorgia.org 

mailto:secretary@aageorgia.org
mailto:altdelegate@aageorgia.org
aageorgia.org
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Happy New Year to Everyone 
Haley W., Chair 
Doug H., Co-Chair 
Area 16 Grapevine / La Viña Commit-
tee 

   We welcome all new and returning 
Grapevine Reps. We want you to know 
that we are here to help you. We have a 
workshop on the Saturday of Assembly 
weekends. Some of the things that are 
covered include how to submit to the 
Grapevine, needed topics, writing tips 
and more. 
   Grapevine is known as our Meeting in 
Print, now it’s in so many forms that it’s 
hard to list them all.  
   Grapevine is on social media,  
Instagram; @alcoholicsanonymous_gv/ 
and @alcoholicsanonymous_lv.   

There is a weekly half hour podcast “I 
heard it through the Grapevine” 

GRAPEVINE & La Viña / grapevine@aageorgia.org  

Our App can be found in your app 
store under AA Grapevine, and don’t 
forget our YouTube channel. 
The editors at Grapevine are looking 
for stories for upcoming themed is-
sues; 
      Sponsorship (stories due Feb 1, 
2026) Share your experiences of 
sponsoring others or of being spon-
sored. What are some of the things 
you learned? Tell us of the joy you get 

back. 
      Dealing with Loneliness (due 
Mar 1, 2026) Do you get lonely? How 
do you deal with it in sobriety? What 
was it like when you were drinking? 
What’s it like now? What are some AA 
tools you use? Do you reach out for 
help? 
We are ready to help you with any 
workshop or Grape-a-thon. Just reach 
out to us and let how we can help. 

“Challenge” 
Leslie C.,  Chair 
Tori J., Co-Chair 
Area 16 Public Information/
Cooperation With the Professional 
Community Committee 
 
   Greetings Georgia! Happy New Year. 

As Tori and I were discussing this article 

we kept circling back to the idea of a 

“Challenge”. How many reading this 

made a New Year challenge for them-

self? We hope that you will take the time 

to extend that to your A.A. service as 

well. Perhaps it’s not about thinking out-

side of the box, but making the box big-

ger. Maybe this is the year you challenge 

yourself to find brand new locations in 

your community to which you can carry 

the message, or work with professionals 

you had previously not thought about. 

Maybe this year you pick up new (to you) 

pamphlets or books that you haven’t 

read yet that will aid you in how you car-

ry the message. Maybe you are solid in 

the first and third legacy, but the second 

is a big question mark. If that is the case, 

we ask you this: which Tradition(s) out-

PI/CPC / picpc@aageorgia.org 

side of the “Core Four” (we reviewed 

these in the September Assembly) do 

you believe belong in the Core? Email 

us at picpc@aageorgia.org to discuss. 

Maybe this is the year you decide that 

PI/CPC work is tailor suited for you! 

Regardless of which challenge suits 

you, we hope you’ll let us know. Join 

us on the broad highway!  

Love and Service,  

Leslie C. and Tori J.  

The Treasury - Where Money 
& Spirituality Mix  
MFB 
Area 16 Treasurer  
 
   The Daily Reflections for Novem-
ber 29 reminds us that “personal 
ambition has no place in AA”.  It’s 

from Tradition 11, pg 183 in the 
Twelve & Twelve.  When I looked it 
up, I already had a star in the mar-
gin.  Ego & arrogance are two of my 
many defects.  It’s the “I have ar-
rived” feeling that Bill W. wrote 
about.  With relation to the 7th Tradi-
tion and Spirituality, I have failed 
miserably for many years. My 1st AA 
anniversary celebration debacle, the 
time when I was coffee/snack person 
and the AA treasurer demanded I 
turn in my receipts, when I bought a 
locked cabinet for a group that didn’t 
want it, when I looked for my name 
in the Intergroup paper to see my 
birthday contribution, and just a few 
weeks ago, when I looked up my 
home group in the GSSA contribu-
tions list to see how we are doing as 
a group. At all of these times - pride 

and false pride kick in, self right-
eousness, ego, arrogance - it just 
goes on and on until - “I am a big 
deal” - comes to me.  I said this out 
loud to an AA friend about a year 
and a half ago and the look on her 
face said it all.  She didn’t have to 
say a word.  That silence, that day, 
is a memory I never want to forget, 
like my last drunk which started at a 
fire barrel. 
   I contribute intentionally anony-
mously today.  I try to leave no trace. 
I used to contribute via digital means 
but that meant someone knew what I 
did.  Alcoholics Anonymous does not 
give or receive honorary doctoral 
degrees, or put names on buildings, 
or on “donor” walls, or send gifts to 
their biggest contributors - and for 
this, I am very grateful. If they did, I 

might forget the biggest reason for 
my contribution - so that the AA 
lights are on and the doors stay 
open worldwide for the baby born 
today and the alcoholic person who 
needs help a few blocks away. 
  

TREASURER 

treasurer@aageorgia.org  

mailto:grapevine@aageorgia.org
mailto:picpc@aageorgia.org
mailto:picpc@aageorgia.org
mailto:treasurer@aageorgia.org
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Hope at the Gate 
Amber T., Chair  
John R., Co-Chair   
Area 16 Corrections Committee 

   AA meetings in jails and prisons 
continue to grow as facilities recog-
nize how recovery reduces recidi-
vism and gives inmates the chance 
to make new choices. Bringing AA 
behind the walls offers hope where 
it’s often needed most, and volun-
teers are vital in carrying the mes-
sage to the still-suffering alcoholic. 

   Those interested in serving can 
contact facilities directly—reach out 
to the warden, bishop, or sheriff’s 
office for requirements. Dress 
professionally, stay positive, and 
remember we represent AA in 
service. More information is availa-

Opening the Door to Greater 
GSSA Participation 
Derek W., Chair 
Lon P., Co-Chair 
Area 16 Communications Commit-
tee 

   By the time this issue reaches you, 
the holidays will have passed and we 
will already be stepping into a new 
year. What an exciting and dynamic 
year 2025 has been! As the Commu-
nications Committee entered into 
2025, we set out with a clear focus 
and defined goals. I believe we not 
only met those goals, but truly 
exceeded them. What an honor and 
a privilege it has been to serve 
alongside this Committee, and Area 
16 as a whole, and to witness our 
continued growth and momentum. 
   As we look ahead, we are excited 
to share some important information 
about the upcoming GSSA in Janu-
ary 2026. 

Communications Committee 
Workshop – Open to All 

Saturday at 11:00 AM 

   In January 2026, our Communica-
tions Committee workshop will be 
open to all —both in-person and 
virtual. We hope you’ll join us as we 
continue refining our Full Participation 
efforts and invite more people to 
participate in this important work. 
Your perspective and experience are 
valuable, and this is a wonderful 
opportunity to get involved. The 
virtual meeting details will be posted 
at aageorgia.org on the event calen-
dar before Assembly weekend 
begins. 

   Sunday Business Meeting – Full 
Participation!!! 

   We are also pleased to confirm that 
Sunday’s Business Meeting will be 
held as a Full Participation ses-
sion. More information will be shared 
soon. The zoom information for this 
will be part of the agenda on the on 
the GSSA Assembly page. To sup-
port our Area 16 members in navi-
gating and participating fully, we are 
developing a Full Participation 
Resource Page, which you can visit 
here: Full Participation Resource 
Page 

ble at gdc.georgia.gov. 

   Support is also needed through the 
Pink Cans program, which provides 
AA literature for inmates. Donations 
may be sent to the State Service 
Assembly or aageorgia.org, marked 
“Pink Cans.” Additional service 
options include Correspondence 
Sponsorship, guiding inmates 
through the Steps by mail, and Pre-
Release, meeting them within 24 
hours of release. The Edovo program 
on tablets, introduced through the 
General Service Office, now allows 
inmates to email AA contacts and 
access AA literature in 26 facilities 
statewide. 

   In love and service, 

   Amber T., Corrections Chair 

   John R., Corrections Co-Chair 

CORRECTIONS / corrections@aageorgia.org  

ARCHIVES 

archives@aageorgia.org 

Exciting Times 
John J., Chair, 
Jerry F., Co-Chair 
Area 16 Archives Committee 
 
   Happy New Year to all from the Ar-
chives Committee. Very excited about 
the upcoming year. Congratulations to 
Jerry F. as the incoming co archives 
position. Look forward to working to-
gether. We have a new State Archivist 
position held by our own Drew H, con-
gratulations. It will be a pleasure work-
ing together to see several projects 
through completion 

   Cataloging of all the inventory has 
begun with the help of the office staff 
and a friend of AA, Anne M. Thank you 
all for the help. Anyone willing to help 
feel free to reach out at anytime. As 
always please come to the office for a 
visit. The archives are growing daily 
and coming to life. There is so much to 
see. There is a new archives commit-
tee presents presentation uploaded to 
the state website. It is called AA in 
treatment facilities. It can be found un-
der Georgia State Events and Info col-
umn on the left side of the home page. 
Feel free to reach out if we can help in 
anyway. Thank you for letting me 
serve and I look forward to being of 
service. 

COMMUNICATIONS / communications@aageorgia.org  

 

https://www.aageorgia.org/
https://www.aageorgia.org/georgia-state-service-assembly.html
https://www.aageorgia.org/full-participation-hybrid-resources.html
https://www.aageorgia.org/full-participation-hybrid-resources.html
mailto:corrections@aageorgia.org
mailto:archives@aageorgia.org
mailto:communications@aageorgia.org
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Getting Involved with Ser-
vice 
Claire P., Chair, 
Nancy N., Co-Chair, 
Area 16 Treatment /  
Accessibilities Committee 
 

   Hello! 

As we begin a new year, there are 
service positions rotating around 
and new interests sparking. With 
Treatment & Accessibilities there 
are many ways to be involved in 
service. Regarding treatment, it 
may be as simple as purchasing a 
Grapevine subscription for a local 
detox, halfway house, or nursing 
home. It could also be volunteer-
ing to bring meetings into facilities 
or even just inviting the facilities to 
come to a meeting. Contact can 
be made with letters, emails, 

Treatment & Accessibilities / treatment@aageorgia.org 

phone calls or even face to face, it 
starts with an extension of the hand of 
A.A. With accessibilities, we might 
think of ways to make our meeting 
places and meetings more accessible. 
Does your group have the most accu-
rate information on the website and 
meeting guide app? Is there someone 
that could be a greeter for newcomers 
coming through the door? There are 
many ways to be involved with service 
on the group and district levels without 
even holding a formal service position. 
It can be as simple as someone mak-
ing coffee as people are coming in. 
We want to encourage everyone in 
this new year to think about the ways 
that you can be of service regarding 
Treatment and Accessibilities. There 
are an abundance of suggestions with-
in the literature we have and a few 
recommended reads are: A.A. in 
Treatment Settings, Bridging the Gap, 

A.A. for Older Alcoholics, So You Think 
You’re Different?, and Circles of Love and 
Service. Let’s start this new year by al-
ways making sure that the hand of A.A. is 
there when someone reaches out for sup-
port! As always, we are here to continue 
to offer support for anyone that may need 
us! Please don’t hesitate to reach out to 
us at treatment@aageorgia.org with any 
questions!  

 

In loving service, 

Claire and Nancy 

 

New Groups 

Sunrise Group  
The Westside Club 
113 Camilla Ave  
Augusta GA 30907 
Tuesday/Thursday 6:45 pm  
 
District 16 Zone B 
Ashes 2 Answers Group 
Goodwill Career Center 
4070 Lexington Rd 
Athens GA 30605 
Saturday 10:00 am O 
 
Rebellion Dogs Group 
Chapelwood United Methodist 
Church 
100 Janice Dr 
Athens GA 30606 
Friday 7:00 pm C/D 

 
District 16 Zone E 
AAWOL Group 
Spoken Word Church 
6467 Main St 
Lula GA 30554 
Friday 6:30 pm O   
 

District 1 Zone B 
As Bill Sees It Group 
St Patrick’s Episcopal Church 
4800 Old Dawson Rd 
Albany GA 31721 
Tuesday 7:00 pm ABSI/O/ 
 
District 5 Zone B 
Women In A.A. Group 
St Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church 
16491 GA 144 
Richmond Hill GA 31324 
Monday 10:00 am C/W 

 
District 7 Zone A 
Jaywalkers Group 
Fellowship Hall  
151 Woodfield Dr 
Macon GA 31210 
Friday  8:00 pm O/D 

District 12 Zone A 
Fresh Start Group 
Lincolnton Methodist Church 
202 North Peachtree  
Lincolnton GA 30817 
Monday/Wednesday/Saturday 
6:00 pm O 

I am responsible, when anyone, 
anywhere, reaches out for help,  
I want the hand of AA always to 

be there, and for that  
I am responsible.  

Sip Of Soberity (SOS) Group 
People’s Baptist Church 
6182 McEver Rd 
Flowery Branch GA 30542 
Wednesday/Friday/Saturday/
Sunday 10:00 pm  
 
District 16 Zone F 
NOD 
Jones Chapel 
5809 US 29 
Danielsville GA 30633 
Tuesday 7:00 pm O 

mailto:treatment@aageorgia.org
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ASSEMBLY RESERVATIONS 
NEED A ROOM AT THE HAMPTON INN & SUITES OF DUBLIN FOR ASSEMBLY?   

CALL (478) 246-6055, PLEASE REMEMBER TO TELL THEM THAT YOU ARE WITH THE (GSSA) GEORGIA 
STATE SERVICE ASSEMBLY, TO GET THE GROUP RATE.  PLEASE REMEMBER THE CUT OFF DATE IS FOUR 
WEEKS PRIOR BUT UPTO ONE WEEK IF ROOMS ARE STILL AVAILIBLE.  ROOM RESERVATION COMES WITH 
FREE WI-FI & FREE BREAKFAST. 

 

CALENDAR of EVENTS

 
 

The message article deadline for March / April publication is January 1st. 
There is no subscription fee for this newsletter, however all contributions are appreciated. 

Please mail to:  G.S.S.A., P. O. Box 68, Macon, Ga. 31202 

Georgia A.A. Service Assembly Dublin/OFTC January 16-18 

GSO—Special Forum For Deaf AA 
Members 

Virtual January 17 

Southwest Cluster Forum Albany February 21 

Includes (1A, 1B, 2A, 2B)   

Birthday Contributions 

District 2 Zone A 
Bemiss Area Group  
Heather G – October 9, 2019 
 
District 3 Zone A 
Reunion Group  
Debbie P – September 13, 
2003 
 
Third Step Group 
Christine M—October 14, 2015 
 
District 7 Zone A 
New Southside Group  
Mike L  – November 22, 1993 
 
District 10 Zone A 
Happy Hour Group  
Heather G – October 9, 2019 

THINGS WE CANNOT 

CHANGE 

District 7 Zone A 
David McD  
Happy Hour  Group  
Passed – November 30, 2025 
Sobriety – November 14, 2002 
 
Tommy T 
Macon Big Book Virtual Step 
Study Group  
Passed – November 18, 2025 
Sobriety – July 29, 2006 

District 14 Zone D 
Cedartown Group  
Herbert S – October 16, 2022 
 
District 14 Zone D 
Cedartown Group  
Sheilla H – October 27, 2008 
Carolyn J – September 8, 2021 
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