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Let’s Assemble 
By Tom B. 
Area 16 Alternate Delegate 
 
   What is the Georgia State Service 

Assembly? The Georgia AA Service 

Manual states, “The Georgia State 

Service Assembly is the combined 

effort of every AA group in the state, 

through the groups’ elected GSR to 

resolve all issues affecting Georgia 

AA as a whole, and to send the elect-

ed Delegate from this Assembly to the 

General Service Conference to re-

solve all issues affecting AA as a 

whole.” The Assembly Format can be 

found on page 14 of The Georgia AA 

Service Manual. There are four guide-

lines describing the format, when, and 

location of the Assembly. 

   Our Assembly is a full weekend of 

meetings and workshops. There is a 

Friday night open discussion meeting 

hosted by one of the local AA groups. 

Saturday morning has several differ-

ent workshops, depending on the ser-

vice position you hold and what 

piques your interest. If you are new to 

the Assembly, the workshop Assem-

bly 101 helps you get the most out of 

the Assembly. Each Area 16 Service 

Committee holds a workshop to help 

Districts and groups with ideas and 

resources. There is also a Secretary/

Treasurer workshop facilitated by the 

Area 16 Secretary and Treasurer to 

guide and instruct how these positions 

operate at the District and group level. 

In the afternoon a DCM meeting is 

held with the Delegate and Office 

Committee to discuss what will be 

presented at the Sunday morning 

business meeting and any other perti-

nent information. GSRs can attend an 

informative orientation on what it 

means to be a GSR. In the late after-

noon the GSR workshop is filled with 

presentations, Service Committee 

reports, and an Ask-it-Basket. Satur-

day night we have an open speaker 

Service Inreach 
By Tracy M. 
Area 16 Delegate 
 
   I am incredibly grateful to be a part 

of the worldwide Fellowship of Alco-

holics Anonymous. I have been 

blessed in the last couple of weeks to 

attend a Conference that focused on 

“Unity and Service”. 

   How are we working to bring our 

groups, Districts, and Area together to 

present a unified program that encour-

ages participation in service? Are we 

finding different ways of making sure 

that we don’t overlook the needs of 

our members that are already in our 

rooms? Are our meetings accessible 

for everyone? 

   Our Georgia State Service Assem-

bly in September will provide work-

shops that cover so many opportuni-

ties in outreach through our Service 

Committees. All of us, at one time, 

attended our first Assembly. Perhaps 

there is that one person in your group 

or a meeting you attend that could 

have that same experience. 

   We will approve our new Secretary, 

Bobby O., and our new Treasurer, 

Todd B. In the spirit of rotation, we will 

also give our gratitude and apprecia-

tion to Liz W., our current Secretary, 

and Kelly G., our current Treasurer, 

for a job well done! 

   I want to encourage every GSR to 

let their group know what their Gen-

eral Service Office does. I would like 

to give an example that our AAWS 

Chair, Jimmy Dean, shared at the Uni-

ty Conference. During the pandemic, 

when our New York office had to 

close the office at 475 Riverside Drive, 

the offices immediately became the 

homes of our General Service Office 

staff. 

   The questions of how we would pro-

vide services required adapting quick-

ly. One of our office staff went to our 

P.O. Box 459 every day in a hazmat 

suit, piled the mail in his car, and took 

it to his apartment. He placed it in a 

spare room and sprayed disinfectant 

on it. Then he let it stay there for twen-

ty-four hours. Finally, he sorted the 

mail out to the desk that would nor-

mally handle those letters. Almost dai-

ly he would then deliver the letters to 

the appropriate staff member. Talk 

about going to any lengths for Alco-

holics Anonymous! 

   While our General Service Office 

staff are paid employees, they are 

also alcoholics that love our Fellow-

ship and are passionate in their work 

for us. I saw firsthand their excitement 

and joy when we were the first tour of 

the office since April of 2020. 

   Every letter sent receives a re-

sponse. Every phone call is answered 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Page 
 

1 - 6    Area Officer Articles 
2      Self Support Plans 
5      Birthday Contributions 
6      Calendar of Events 
6         New Groups 
6         Things We Cannot Change 
7 - 8    Assembly Agenda  

Continued on Page 5 

Continued on Page 5 

meeting with a guest speaker invited 

by our Delegate. Then to close out the 

night, there are more Area Service 

Committee workshops after the 

Speaker meeting for those individuals 

seeking additional information about 

the service area they may be interest-

ed in. 

   The Area 16 Business Meeting is 

held Sunday morning at 9:00 am. All 

GSRs or their designated Alternate 

GSR in their absence must be signed 

in and registered before 9:00 am on 

Sunday to be able to vote in the busi-

ness meeting. In this meeting, you will 

mailto:delegate@aageorgia.org
mailto:delegate@aageorgia.org
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TREASURER  / treasurer@aageorgia.org  

Finance Update 
By Kelly G. 
Area 16 Treasurer 
 

   It was an honor to be present with 
y’all in Dublin this last month. As you 
know, my first year as Treasurer was 
fully virtual, and I was not able to 
make the first Assembly of 2022. It 
made such a big difference to be 
able to be there with all of you and 
hear all the great things you’re doing 
in your groups and Districts. I want to 
thank all of you who joined the 
Secretary & Treasurer workshop on 
Saturday. It was our best participa-
tion yet! 
 
   Our finances for 2022, thus far, are 
strong. Our ordinary income was 
$94,373, which is $6,889 more than 
we budgeted. Our literature income 
was $24,987, which is $2,847 less 
than budgeted. However, we netted 
$4,042 more in overall income than 
we budgeted for. Our overall expens-
es were $78,729, which is $11,765 

less than we had budgeted. Please 
note that facility restrictions are still 
affecting many of our committee’s 
ability to travel. We expect to see 
these figures increase over time. 
 
   With a total income of $94,272 and 
total expenses of $78,729, GSSA 
netted $15,645 for the first four 
months of the year. I would like to 
thank our groups and Districts in 
Area 16 for continuing to support the 
efforts and service work of our Area. 
Your commitment funds the services 
to help the still sick and suffering 
alcoholics in Georgia. 
 
   I am looking forward to working 
with the Budget and Finance Com-
mittee over the next few months to 
present a budget for the 2023 year. 
Be on the lookout for information 
from your DCMs in the coming 
months. Again, thank you for this 
opportunity to serve. I am excited to 
continue working with all of you. 

Blessed to be in Service 
By Liz W. 
Area 16 Secretary 
 

    As I write this, I am taken aback 
by how time flies. In just a few 
weeks, I will be taking the minutes 
for my last Assembly. What an 
amazing adventure you have all 
granted me. 

   I was nominated and elected on a 
virtual platform. We voted not to 
have electronic voting. I served the 
first half of my term in a small office 
in the room over my garage. I went 
to my first Hispanic Cluster Forum. I 
visited cities that I had never been 
to before, like Cairo, Newnan, and 
Loganville. I met people from all 
over the State of Georgia who are 
all in love with service, just like I 
am. Everyone has been so warm 
and welcoming everywhere I have 
gone. I am very much looking for-
ward to our first Women’s Hispanic 
Workshop in Atlanta on October 1. 
The growth there has been so 
heartwarming. There will be a few 
more things to complete before I 

step down on December 31, and I 
intend to stay with it until the very 
last day. I don’t want to miss a 
thing! 

   Don’t think you have seen the 
end of me though. I plan to keep 
coming and serving in any way that 
I can. I want you to know that this 
opportunity has opened my eyes. I 
have taken the time to learn more 
about our Twelve Traditions and 
our Twelve Concepts, and I have a 
new insight on what it means to be 
a trusted servant. 

   I don’t know that I would ever be 
completely comfortable being up 
on that dais on Sunday mornings 
for the business meeting, but at 
least I can say that I have become 
less uncomfortable than before, 
and for an alcoholic of my type, 
that’s a pretty big difference. 

   May you all be blessed, by the 
God of your understanding, with 
many opportunities to be of service 
to Him and the people about you! 

SECRETARY / secretary@aageorgia.org  

SELF-SUPPORT   

GROUP CONTRIBUTION PLANS TO AA 

SERVICE ENTITIES 
 

“To help support AA’s essential services, 

the General Service Conference sug-

gests that individual groups, through an 

informed group conscience, adopt a spe-

cific contribution plan tailored to meet the 

group’s financial situation.”- Self-

Support: Where Money & Spirituality Mix 

 

Self-support begins with each of us as 

part of a group. After group expenses 

are paid, remaining contributions should 

be disbursed to cover the expenses of 

our service entities so others can  

discover the miracles of AA. 

 

Below are sample distribution plans. The 

group conscience should be informed on 

the financial needs of each of the service 

entities when making their distribution 

decisions as those needs change over 

time. 

Group Conscience Decision: 

State Office, Macon:              ____% 

District/Zone:                         ____% 

Central Office:                       ____% 

Pre-Paid Convention:             ____% 

GSO:                                      ____% 

Total:                                       100 % 

Sample Distribution       A       B 

State Office, Macon:     50%    30% 

Central Office:                 -        35% 

District/Zone:                 10%     5% 

Pre-Paid Convention:   10%    10% 

GSO:                             30%   20%  

 

Mailing Addresses: 

GSSA (State Office)  & Prepaid Convention 

P.O. Box 7325 

Macon, GA 31209 

 

GSO (General Service Office) 

P.O. Box 459 

Grand Central Station 
New York, NY 10163 

 
  

If you need additional information,    
please call 478-745-2588 
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WHAT IS GRAPEVINE? 
Mark J., Chair 

Mitch M., Co-Chair 
Area 16 Grapevine / La Viña Committee 

   The Carry the Message Project is still in 
full swing. Let’s ensure that we continue to 
practice our Twelfth Tradition in carrying 
our meeting in print to those who might not 
otherwise be able to get to a meeting or 
afford a subscription. If you know to whom 
you want to give a subscription you can 
send a gift subscription to that person. If 
you don’t know, you can send a gift certifi-
cate. The gift certificate will be sent to you 
via email. Forward that email to 
sdominguez@aagrapevine.org and they 
will redeem it for someone who has re-
quested a subscription but can’t afford one. 

    Feeling like your life without alcohol is 
“stupid, boring and glum, like some right-
eous people I see?” Well, you should 
check out the newest Grapevine book “Fun 
in Sobriety. “We are not a glum lot … If 
newcomers could see no joy or fun in our 
existence they wouldn’t want it.” Because 
truth be told, after working all Twelve Steps 
and living the Three Legacies of Unity, 
Recovery, and Service “the most satisfac-
tory years of our existence lie ahead.” 

 What’s Happening! 

●  District 8 will be hosting a Grape-A-Thon 
on Saturday, August 27 from noon-4 p.m. 

●  Curious about submitting an article joke 
or photo to Grapevine? District 15A will be 

GRAPEVINE & La Viña / grapevine@aageorgia.org  

Continuing the Work of Our 
Founders 
 
By Karen S., Chair 
Don K., Co-Chair 
Area 16 Treatment /  
Accessibilities Committee 

 
   Our founders focused on carrying the 

message to other alcoholics inside 
treatment centers. They found that their 
prospects were more receptive when 
approached in this way. Today, AA has 
become a household name, and many 

prospects search out a local meeting, 
but many others have misconceptions 
about our program of recovery. The 
Treatment side of our committee works 
with District and group treatment 

representatives to carry the AA mes-
sage into facilities. If you are involved in 
taking the message into a facility or 
would like to become involved, we are 
here to help. Come to our Assembly 
workshop or reach out to us through the 

Area website. 
   Although many facilities are still 
limiting visitors, we can make initial 
contact with newly recovering alcoholics 
through the Bridging the Gap program. 

The Bridging the Gap program allows 
treatment facility patients to request an 
AA contact in the Area they will live 
when they leave the facility. The request 
is forwarded to our committee, and we 

reach out to a local AA member to make 
initial contact with the patient and offer 
help getting to a meeting within 24 
hours after the patient is released. If you 
are in contact with a facility and want to 

talk with them about the Bridging the 
Gap program, let us know. 
   Can every member or prospective 
member in your District attend a meet-
ing? The Accessibilities side of our 

committee works with Districts and 
groups to make sure that a meeting is 
accessible to all who want to attend. 
Barriers can include physical access to 
the space, as well as language, trans-

portation, or childcare issues. 
   Are we making sure that AA is 
accessible to all who need it? Are there 
barriers that keep members or potential 
members from attending our meetings? 

We are available to help make our 
society accessible to those who may 
have health, language, age, or caregiv-
ing issues. 
   We look forward to seeing everyone at 

the September Assembly! 

hosting a writing workshop. Date TBA 
so check the Grapevine calendar on 
aageorgia.org for more information. 

   If you wish to submit an article for the 
Grapevine, check out the Editorial Cal-
endar on aagrapevine.org. The titles 
and submission dates for the remain-
der of the year are: 

●  Service Keeps Us Sober (due Sep-
tember 15) 

●  AA and Families (due October 15)  

●  Home Group (due November 15) 

●  Our Twelve Steps and Twelve Tradi-
tions book (70 Wonderful Years!) (due 
December 15) 

   If you have submitted an article and it 
has been published online or in print 
send the month and year of the article 
to grapevine@aageorgia.org and ar-
chives@aageorgia.org. 

  

Grapevine in the Digital Age 

   You can follow Grapevine on Insta-
gram and YouTube. Sign up to get the 
Quote of the Day via email and listen 
to the weekly podcast on aagrape-
vine.org. 

Treatment /Accessibilities 
treatment@aageorgia.org 

A Willingness to Serve 

By William B., Chair 
Karen A., Co-Chair 
Area 16 Public Information/
Cooperation With the Professional 
Community Committee 
 

   We would like to thank everyone that 
came out to the Roundup and visited the 
GSSA workshop. It was great to see eve-
ryone. 
   Our General Service Office (GSO) invit-
ed Area 16 PI/CPC to participate in a 
conference in June for the National Asso-
ciation of School Nurses (NASN). This 
was held at the Hyatt in Atlanta. We are 
grateful to all volunteers who, by the way, 
stated they enjoyed the event. Near the 
end of the conference on Wednesday, 
we ran out of pamphlets and literature 
that relate to young people and problems 
with alcohol. All literature and items used 

PI/CPC / picpc@aageorgia.org  

for the booth set-up were supplied by 
GSO. 
   GSO has also asked us if we could 
participate in the National Medical 
Association Convention at the World 
Congress Center from July 31-
August 3. 
   We look forward to seeing every-
one at the Assembly in September, 
where our workshop will address 
speaking at non-AA meetings. Look 
forward to lots of great games, 
chances to win prizes, and an overall 
good time at the workshop. Bring a 
friend. 
   Please contact the chair or co-
chair at picpc@aageorgia.org if you 
have any questions about PI/CPC 
work. Visit our website at aageor-
gia.org for up-to-date AA events and 
literature.  
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Does my Group or District 
Need a Communications Chair? 

By  Janie C., Chair  
Jaki T., Co-chair 
Area 16 Communications  
Committee 
 
   Many of our groups and Districts have 
Corrections, Grapevine, PI/CPC, Treat-
ment, and Archives Representatives that 
do the important work of carrying the 
message both within and outside. We 
also have Group/District Secretaries, 
Treasurers, GSRs, and other trusted 
servants that help us to function, and 
keep us informed. However, there is 
another position that may help to bridge 
a few possible gaps — a Communica-
tions Rep. What might a Communica-
tions Rep do for you? 
 
   Although “who does what” in a group is 
entirely up to your group conscience, a 
Communications Rep could help to tie 
committees and positions together and 
assist other trusted servants with the 
simple goal/focus of making sure that 
our group/District communications are 
clear and consistent — that your group 

AA Pioneers 
By Mark G., Chair  

Drew H., Co-Chair 

Area 16 Archives Committee 

 
   It is a blessing that things are slowly 
getting back to normal bit by bit and the 
Fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous is 
stronger than ever. The Area 16 Archive 
Committee is looking forward to the 
upcoming Assembly. We have added 
the most recent archives presentation, 
“Evolution of the Spiritual Experience,” 
to our Archive web page. Everyone is 
invited to view this and all the other 
presentations by visiting the Archive’s 
web page under the Committees tab on 
aageorgia.org. 
 
   At our next Assembly, we will finalize 
the new portal for listening to talks by 
the founders and early Georgia pio-
neers, all of which took place right here 
in the great State of Georgia. Our plan 
is to post two or three talks at a time, 
but we could use everyone’s input when 

we discuss the details during the upcom-
ing Assembly Committee meetings. We 
also need your input for future presenta-
tions, Ideas, and topics that follows our 
theme of “How to use archives to better 
reach the newcomer” at our next Assem-
bly this September. 
 
   The next planned presentation for 
Archive’s Zoom meeting will focus on the 
“Pioneer Women of AA” and the incredible 
contributions they brought to the table. A 
fascinating look at major elements of our 
Fellowship that are rooted in the work of 
these early pioneers, even the first AA 
meetings in different cities, especially 
international countries, and foreign 
providences that owe their first recoveries 
to these amazing women pioneers. We 
are looking at the end of September or 
early October. 
 
   If you wish to be notified about the exact 
date for all future events, please sign up 
by sending an email to us at  
archives@aageorgia.org. 

ARCHIVES / archives@aageorgia.org 

The Joy of Service 
By  David J., Chair 
Dawn U., Co-Chair  
Area 16 Corrections Committee 

 
   Recently we have been 
blessed with three service 
events — the Atlanta Roundup, 
a District 16B service event, and 
a District 13 Corrections meet-
ing. The enthusiasm was awe-
some! During these events, I 
had my “Love and Service” lapel 
pin. If you remember, that was 
the phrase used by Dr. Bob in 
his farewell speech to AA. The 
love of AA was seen in everyone 
who attended. 
 
   There was much discussion at 
these recent events about get-
ting back to service work. You 
see, Corrections service is in-
person service, much like a 
Twelfth Step Call. We continue 
to have the Department of Cor-
rections invite us into prisons. 
Sheriffs have again opened their 
jails to us. 
 
   There are many service oppor-
tunities ranging from writing to 
an AA member in jail, collecting 
Grapevines, making a Pink Can, 
being a Bridge the Gap contact, 
being a once-a-year prison 
speaker, and carrying a mes-
sage into a facility. An old-timer 
once said that service work by 
members is like drops of water 
in a very large ocean. There is a 
service opportunity for every 
personal situation. 
 
   Being in every prison and jail 
would mean that the hand of AA 
is always there. We invite you to 
contact us at correc-
tions@aageorgia.org or call Ma-
con, and we can help you find a 
service opportunity. 

is informed! Here are a few examples of 
what a Communications Rep might do: 
  

• Maintain/oversee a website if applica-
ble  

• Make sure the group has a copy or 
copies of the Georgia Message or Area 
newsletter  

• Maintain a bulletin board with flyers 
of events, group information, etc. 

• Maintain current meeting schedule — 
printed copies, update group information 
on GSSA site 

• Communicate/notify/remind members 
of upcoming business meetings 

• Attend District/Area Assemblies to 
assist GSR with sharing information 

• Assist group with translation/
acquiring materials in Spanish/braille, etc. 
if needed 
  
   Every group is autonomous in the way 
it functions, and it therefore can create/
use a Communications Rep as it best 
serves its needs. That is the beauty of 
our AA Traditions.  
   As always, please let us know how we 
can be of service to you.  

COMMUNICATIONS / communications@aageorgia.org  

CORRECTIONS  

corrections 

@aageorgia.org 
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hear from our Delegate and Area 

Officers, review old business and 

discuss new business. It is at this 

business meeting that each GSR 

or their designated Alternate 

GSR votes according to their 

group conscience or practices 

their “right of decision “based on 

the discussion and information 

presented. 

   Who can attend the Assembly? 

Any AA member who desires 

may attend the Assembly, includ-

ing any of the workshops, orien-

tations, and meetings. However, 

only the elected GSR or the des-

ignated Alternate GSR (in the 

GSR’s absence) may vote at the 

business meeting. The Georgia 

AA Service Manual states on 

page 12, “The best way to really 

understand the purpose of the 

Georgia State Service Assembly 

and why a group GSR is elected 

is to come and see for yourself.” 

   My attendance at the Assembly 

through the years has given me a 

greater understanding of the im-

portance the group conscience 

holds in all matters affecting AA 

as a whole. I invite all AA mem-

bers to attend the Assembly and 

experience our service structure 

in action. 

or returned. When we begin to realize the 

services that are being provided to us it is 

important to remember that we are the 

blessed ones. Most alcoholics still have no 

idea that we are here. Of those that do 

know we are here, very few are involved 

in service. 

   If you are a GSR that attends Assembly, 

I encourage you to reach out to other 

groups in your Area that may not be as 

active. Our hope is to increase the voice 

of the groups in Area 16. Our DCMs are 

working hard to reach out in their Districts. 

When we work together, we provide an 

opportunity for alcoholics to participate in 

their own recovery and pass it on to the 

newcomer. 

Finally, there is a spiritual reason for the 

“Right of participation” (Concept IV). All of 

us desire to belong. In AA, no members 

are second class, therefore no member is 

placed in ultimate authority over another. 

We perform tasks better when we are sure 

we belong — when our participation as-

sures us that we are truly the “trusted 

servants” described in Tradition Two. We 

are blessed beyond measure! 

      

Birthday Contributions 
 
District 7 Zone A 

Primary Purpose Group 

Norman S – July 23, 2011 
 

Vine-Ingle Group 

Don Mc – May 6, 1984 
 

District 14 Zone D 

Cedartown Group 

Angie G – May 15, 2020 
 

District 16 Zone C 

Buford Group 

Thomas P – April 23, 2009 
 

Easy 123 Group 

Derek W – July 5, 2017 
 

District 16 Zone E 

Gainesville Classic Group 

Ron G – June 13, 1986 
 

Unknown Group 

Angie B – June 15, 2016 

Alternate  Delegate     

Continued from Page 1 

Delegate  Continued from Page 1 
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CALENDAR of EVENTS 

Events listed here are presented solely as a service to the readers, not as an endorsement by the 

State Assembly.  For any additional information, please use the addresses provided.  Please 

check with the organizers closer to the date regarding cancellations or changes.  

62nd ICYPAA  New Orleans, LA September 1– 4  

National AA Technology Workshop   Seattle, WA  September 9-11  

Atlanta Intergroup                                      Atlanta                   September 11  

Georgia AA Service Assembly   Dublin/OFTC September 16-18  

25th National AA Archives Workshop   North Little Rock, AR September 22-25  

Workshop of Hispanic Women   Doraville  October 1  

Atlanta Intergroup                                   Atlanta                  October 2  

Atlanta Men’s Workshop   Rockeagle  October 14-16  

69th Georgia Pre-Paid Convention   Dublin  October 21-23  

DCM Planning Meeting   Macon  November 5  
   12:00pm – 3:00pm  

The Message article deadline for November and December publication is October 1st. 
 There is no subscription fee for this newsletter, however all contributions are appreciated. 

Please mail to:  G.S.S.A., P. O. Box 7325, Macon, Ga. 31209 

 New Groups: 
District 8 

Recovery Is Us! Group  
Voice of Truth Church 

505 Cross Justice Rd 

Irwington GA 31042 

Friday 7:00pm Open Discussion  

District 13 Zone A 

Sunday Beginner Group  
8111 Club 

8111 Roswell Rd 

Atlanta GA 30350 

Sunday 5:30pm Beginner Open 

District 14 Zone B 

Saturday Night Live Group  
SUR Club 

12 Elizabeth St 
Cartersville GA 30120 

Saturday 6:00pm Open Discussion 

District 14 Zone C 

Bethesda House Group  
God’s Rolling Thundar Church 

947 Bailey Rd 

Woodstock GA 30188 

Tuesday 8:00pm Open Discussion 

District 16 Zone A  
Clarkesville Just For Today Group  
Grace Calvary Episcopal Church 

160 E Green St 
Clarkesville GA 30523  
Wednesday 10:00am Closed Discussion 

Things We Cannot Change:  

Biscayne Room 

Jim McC 

Passed – May 11, 2022 

Sobriety – November 1973 

Lakeland Group 

John Hurd 

Passed – July 23, 2022 

Sobriety – January 22 1989 

I am responsible, when anyone, anywhere, 

reaches out for help, I want the hand of AA 

always to be there, and for that  

I am responsible.  



 

Page 7 

THE GEORGIA MESSAGE OF AA  

Continued on Page 8 
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